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Welcome
Thank you for joining today’s Health Equity Forum!

Purpose: Brings together health equity champions who live, work, play, 
worship, and learn in Anne Arundel County for information-sharing, idea 
exchange, and meaningful conversations about social drivers of health and 
efforts to unlock opportunity for everyone to achieve their best health.

For online participants:

- Mute your microphone to minimize background noises. 
- Use any or all of the below options for questions, comments, responses, 

and reactions:
- Chat feature 
- Raise Hand icon via the Reactions feature to let the presenters know 

you want to speak. Before you speak, please share your name and 
organization.

- Email us at: healthequity@aacounty.org

Please note: If you are only participating by phone, it is recommended that you 
use the Zoom App.

Chat with Us!

React to the Forum!

Please note: This virtual meeting 
is being recorded.

mailto:healthequity@aacounty.org


HERJ Office Team

Keith Fielder 
Community Health Worker

Chandra Chea 
Community Health Outreach and Grants 

Development Consultant, part-time

Eona Harrison, PhD 
Health Equity Planning and Implementation 

Consultant 

Corynna Limerick, MPH
Program Manager, HERJ Office

Kristin Coleman, MPH
Health Policy Analyst

Office of Assessment & Planning

Raymond Medley, Jr.
HERJ Programs & 

Advocacy Coordinator 

Alexander Bravo 
Bilingual Community Health Worker



County Health Equity Forum Agenda
April 22, 2024, 3:00 PM (EST)

3:00 PM Welcome & Introductions
Raymond Medley, Jr.  Office of Health Equity and Racial Justice

3:05 PM Introducing Dr. Oluwafunmilola T. Bada MD FACOG, Deputy Health Officer, Public Health 
● National Minority Awareness Month

3:10 PM Dr. Tonii Gedin, RN, DNP, Health Officer
● Maternal Health listening session updates

3:20 PM Jennifer Barber R.N., Program Manager HIV/STI Prevention and Care
● June 1, 2024 Annapolis Pride update

3:30 PM Donna Perkins, MPH, Director, Office of Assessment and Planning 
● Legislation Updates

3:40 PM Cameron Carden 
● Mental Health Legislation For College Students - Cameron Carden Act 2024

3:50 PM Mindi Garrett, MPH, CHES, Health Policy Analyst, Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition (HAAC)
● May Mental Health Awareness Month Updates

4:00 PM Closing Remarks 



I'd love to continue this 
conversation. 

Please email me at 
hdbada24@aacounty.org 

        Dr. Oluwafunmilola T. Bada MD FACOG

        Deputy Health Officer, Public Health

 National Minority Health Awareness Month 

  Anne Arundel County Department of Health

Introducing





Health Officer
   Anne Arundel County Department of Health 

I'd love to continue this 
conversation. 

Please email me at 
hdgedi20@aacounty.org 

  Maternal Health Listening Session Updates
Dr. Tonii Gedin, RN, DNP,



Purpose of the Sessions
➔ To hear from the community about 

their experiences and challenges 
during pregnancy, labor and 
postpartum.

➔ To inform our county’s strategic 
priorities for addressing maternal 
and infant health disparities. 

Uses a data walk to guide the 
community through a discussion 
about contributing factors, barriers 
and solutions. 



What We’ve Heard So Far

Community Awareness
Education for birthing people to 

know when something is wrong and 
to self-advocate.

Provider Training
Ensure providers are completing 

and applying implicit bias and 
cultural sensitivity training.

Technology 
Promote an existing app with 

information for the birthing person 
and a way to track symptoms.

Drivers of Disparities
Consider the social drivers and 

environmental factors that 
contribute to the health disparities. 

Learn more and register for a session: aahealth.org/listen

Highlights from the listening session discussions:



I'd love to continue this 
conversation. 

Please email me at 
hdbarb00@aacounty.org 

              Jennifer Barber R.N.

            Program Manager
          HIV/STI Prevention and Care

   June 1, Annapolis Pride Updates 



Website https://annapolispride.org/annapolis-pride-parade/

Annapolis Pride 2023

https://annapolispride.org/annapolis-pride-parade/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/15NPOFNh2wwh8jIegV5T-7Ph7BFEky8BA/preview


      
                      2023

ANNAPOLIS 



Website https://annapolispride.org/annapolis-pride-parade/

https://annapolispride.org/annapolis-pride-parade/


           Anne Arundel County Residents, Order Your FREE Safe Sex Kit Today! 
                                                    AAHealth.org/safesexkit

http://aahealth.org/safesexkit


I'd love to continue this 
conversation. 

Please email me at 
hdperk11@aacounty.org 

                              Donna Perkins, MPH

   Director, Office of Assessment and Planning

 Legislation Updates 



2024 Maryland General Assembly Highlights
HB0728 - Health Insurance - Qualified Resident Enrollment Program (Access to Care 
Act): By 7/1/25, the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange will submit a state innovation 
waiver application to establish a qualified resident program to allow qualified residents 
(lives in Maryland) to purchase plans on the exchange. 

HB1333 - Public Health - Maryland Commission on Health Equity and Commission on 
Public Health - Revisions: The Maryland Commission on Health Equity is required to 
develop and monitor a statewide health equity plan AND examine the health of residents 
and ways for state and local government to collaborate and implement policies that with 
positively impact health. A report is due by October 1, 2025 to the Governor and the 
General Assembly. 

SB0991 Behavioral Health - Language Assistance Services Pilot Program: Establishes 
the Language Assistance Services Pilot Program in the Behavioral Health Administration 
and provides local grants to reimburse behavioral health providers for language assistance 
services for children and their parents/ guardians making decisions. 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0728
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1333
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0991


2024 Maryland General Assembly Highlights

HB0814/SB0744: Juvenile Law - Reform: The bill makes changes to the juvenile justice 
process, and expands the juvenile court to cover youth between the ages of 10 to 12 years 
of age accused of specified crimes. This bill will likely increase intake activity for youth ages 
10 to 12, and disproportionately affect Black youth who are already significantly 
overrepresented in DJS custody (according to the Racial Equity Impact Statement). 

HB0522/SB0492: Public Schools - Student Telehealth Appointments: Requires MDH 
and State Department of Education to establish guidelines to accommodate students in 
middle and high school who need telehealth appointments during the school day. 

SB0119/HB0691: Legally Protected Health Care - Gender-Affirming Treatment: Adds 
“gender-affirming treatment”, including medications and supplies, related to the direct 
provision or support of provision of care to the definition of “legally protected health care”. 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0814
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/BudgetFiscal/2024RS-HB0814-REIN.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0522
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0119


                   

  Cameron Carden Act 2024
               Cameron Carden 

I'd love to continue this conversation. 
Please email me at 

         cameroncarden1130@gmail.com
hdcard75@aacounty.org 

Anne Arundel County Resident and Advocate



Cameron Marcus Carden
● Anne Arundel County resident

● Graduate of Annapolis Area Christian 
School

● Attended St. Thomas More, Western New 
England University, Salisbury University & 
University of Maryland Global Campus 
(Business Administration)

● Employed with Anne Arundel Health 
Department for the past four years

● Love playing football and video games



Video:Cameron Carden Act 2024

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnwQxzQ51oU


Education is the most powerful 

weapon which you can use to 

change the world.

-Nelson Mandela



Feeling Nervous

Trouble 

Concentrating

Sense of 

Impending 

Danger, Panic, or 

Doom

Breathing Rapidly

(hyperventilation)

Sweating/ 

Trembling

Increased Heart 

Rate





I'd love to continue this 
conversation. 

Please email me at
HealthyAnneArundel.aacounty.org

And visit 
www.healthyannearundel.org

 

    Mindi Garrett, MPH, CHES

Health Policy Analyst
Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition (HAAC)

Anne Arundel County Department of Health



https://www.aahealth.org/mental-health-awareness-month

Many events throughout the 
month of May!

Check the events calendar!



   
Call to Action 

● Next Health Equity Forum Monday, May 20

● SHARE your health equity forum feedback with 
HERJ Office staff via a brief survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HERJ2023

● RAISE YOUR VOICE! Make a Video for the 
Just Health Voices Series. Launched in August 
2023, the Just Health Voices Video Series features 
health equity champions who share personal 
reflections about what it means to unlock 
opportunities for all who are born, live, work, play, 
lead, learn, heal, and worship in Anne Arundel 
County to achieve their best health. Want to share 
your thoughts on health equity in a video too? 
Contact us at healthequity@aacounty.org!

      Want to share your thoughts on health equity in 
a video too? 

  Contact us at healthequity@aacounty.org!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HERJ2023
mailto:healthequity@aacounty.org
mailto:healthequity@aacounty.org


Keep in Touch With the HERJ Office!

HealthEquity@aacounty.org

AAHealthEquity on Facebook
AASaludEquidad on Facebook

                   AAHealth.Org/HERJ

mailto:HealthEquity@aacounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/AAHealthEquity/
https://www.facebook.com/AASaludEquidad/
https://www.aahealth.org/health-equity-and-racial-justice

